Grow with God
this Summer

How to Use This Devotional
Choose a time and place to do the devotions.
You can do the devotions every day for a week, while you're on a
special summer trip, or once a week for 7 weeks during the summer.
You can do the devotionals individually or together as a family.

Be intentional.
There's no perfect formula for devotions, but the most important part
is setting aside intentional time to spend with God, reading the Bible,
praying, and thinking about His Word.

Summary
Like a beautiful garden, full of life and fruit, you can grow and flourish, and
become strong in your faith, rooted in God's love, and bearing His fruit. This
devotional will help you grow with God this summer!

Devotional #1 - God is the Gardener
Devotional #2 - Plants Need Strong Roots
Devotional #3 - Plants Need Good Soil
Devotional #4 - Plants Need Water
Devotional #5 - Plants Need to be Pruned
Devotional #6 - Plants Need to have Weeds Removed
Devotional #7 - Plants Can Produce Fruit

Each devotional includes:
Scripture to read
Questions to discuss or think about
A devotional thought
A growth challenge to help you reflect and apply what you're learning

Grow with God
Devotional #1

this Summer

God is the Gardener
Read from the Bible
Genesis 1 (the whole chapter!)
John 15:1

Questions for Discussion
Name five things God created.
Have you ever planted a garden? If so, what was it like?
How is the creation story like a gardener planting a garden?
How do you think God is like a Gardener?

Devotional
God is our creator. He made the whole world and everything in it. He made all
the beautiful things we see in nature. What does this tell us about God? It
shows us He is creative, powerful, and He purposely made a world filled with
beauty. He made the stars to twinkle, the flowers to bloom, the sun to set in
beautiful colors. He made rivers and streams, trees and plants, and every living
creature. He made plants to produce food to sustain us and put the first two
people in a garden. He created and designed a world with order, beauty, and
purpose.
Just like a gardener carefully planting seeds that will grow and become
beautiful, God is a gardener who plants beauty through His creation.
We can look for God in His creation and in nature and praise Him as the creator
of the world.

Growth Challenge
Look for God in nature this week. Go on a hike or a walk and look for as many
things in nature as you can that show God's handiwork and beauty. Pray and
thank God for being the Creator, and praise Him for the beauty we get to enjoy
in the world He has made.

Grow with God
Devotional #2

this Summer

Plants Need Strong Roots
Read from the Bible
Jeremiah 17:7-8
Ephesians 3:16-18

Questions for Discussion
How do roots keep a plant strong when storms come?
How can we become firmly rooted in Christ?
What storms have you experienced in life, and how has God helped you
get through them? How have you become stronger because of them?

Devotional
The strongest part of a tree or plant is the root. Roots go down into the ground
and hold the plant firm and strong, even in the face of storms and wind. Roots
soak up nutrients and water to keep the plant alive.
When we face storms or trials, if our lives are not rooted in Christ, we may not
stand firm in our faith. We may not be able to keep our eyes on Christ and stay
strong. How do we become deeply rooted in Christ? First, we need to have a
strong relationship with Him and spend time with Him. The more we know Him,
the more our lives become rooted in Him. We will begin to find our identity in
Him instead of the world. We will stay strong even when we face storms
because God's strength holds us firmly.

Growth Challenge
Try to pull up a small plant or flower so the roots come out of the ground too.
Then examine the roots and discover how they kept the plant alive. Pray and
ask God to help you stay rooted in Him, even during hard times.

Grow with God
Devotional #3

this Summer

Plants Need Good Soil
Read from the Bible
Isaiah 61:10-11
Matthew 13:3-23

Questions for Discussion
Just like the soil causes seeds to grow from the ground, what does God
cause to grow among His people?
How does God help you grow in righteousness?
How can you make sure your heart is filled with good soil to grow in your
faith?

Devotional
In the story Jesus told about the parable of the sower, the seed is God's Word,
which is the Bible! We are like the ground. Jesus said sometimes the seed is
scattered on the ground and gets snatched up, sometimes it is smothered by
rocks, sometimes choked out by thorns, and sometimes it is planted in good
soil and grows. Which of those describes your heart? Do you listen to God's
Word and the message of Jesus and let it take root in your life?
All gardeners or farmers know plants won't grow in bad soil. The soil has to be
just right in order to produce a crop. The soil of your heart is important for you to
grow in your faith! Is your heart soft and open to God? Is it filled with the Spirit?
Ask God to plant His Word in your heart and soften it to understand His truth.

Growth Challenge
Look outside and evaluate the soil where you live. Is it rocky? Dry? Wet and
muddy? Filled with weeds? As you look at the soil, pray and ask God to soften
your heart and fill it with His truth and with understanding.

Grow with God
Devotional #4

this Summer

Plants Need Water
Read from the Bible
Psalm 1:2-3
John 4:7-15

Questions for Discussion
What does Psalm 1:2-3 say a person is like when they delight in God's law
and meditate on it day and night?
Is it easy for you to delight in God's instruction? Why or why not?
What kind of water did Jesus tell the woman He could give her in John 4:715? How can we get the living water Jesus talked about?

Devotional
Have you ever been really thirsty? Imagine it's a hot summer day, and you're
outside in the sunlight, running around and sweating, and there isn't any shade.
Would you want a nice cold cup of water to drink? Water quenches our thirst,
and it also keeps us alive.
Plants need water to live. Jesus said in the story of the woman at the well that
He is the living water, and the Bible says we can be like trees planted by water.
What does spiritual water do for our spiritual lives? When we allow the Holy
Spirit to fill us, we won't thirst for things of the world to fill us, because we will
be Spirit-filled, love-filled, and grace-filled. God will fill our hearts and our
lives with His living water, and He is the only One who can fully satisfy us.

Growth Challenge
Use a hose or watering can to water the grass or plants outside, and as you
watch the water pouring out, ask God to fill you with His living water and His
Spirit.

Grow with God
Devotional #5

this Summer

Plants Need to be Pruned
Read from the Bible
John 15:2-16

Questions for Discussion
What do you think it means for God to prune us?
How does God prune us?
Is there any part of your life that needs to be pruned in order to bear more
fruit or become more like Christ?

Devotional
In the early Spring, many people cut the branches off the tops or the dead
branches off of flowering trees in their yard. At first, the trees may look like
they're ruined, but in a few months, those trees will grow even stronger and will
produce more flowers or fruit. Cutting off the dead branches, or pruning, helps
the trees get rid of the dead or unnecessary parts. It helps them become
healthier and stronger so they produce more fruit.
How does God prune our lives? When we spend time with God, He will expose
and reveal to us the areas of our lives in which we are weak or sinful, and He will
cleanse us to make us more like Him. This process is called sanctification. He
helps us grow more and more like Christ. God can also use trials and difficult
situations to prune us and make us stronger and more like Him.

Growth Challenge
Find a plant or a bush, and look for the dead leaves or branches, then pull or
cut them off. As you do, pray and ask God to reveal to you any sinful, weak, or
dead part inside you, and cleanse you to make you more like Him.

Grow with God
Devotional #6

this Summer

Plants Need to Have Weeds Removed
Read from the Bible
Matthew 13:37-38

Questions for Discussion
What do weeds do to a garden?
According to Matthew 13:37-38, who sows good seed, and who sows
weeds?
What weeds are choking out your relationship with God?

Devotional
Every garden needs to be weeded regularly. Weeds can grow up anywhere and
choke out or overtake the good plants. Pulling the weeds will help gardens
grow and become healthy.
We can get weeds in our lives too. Weeds are anything the keeps us from
growing closer to God and sharing His message. Weeds can be sins,
temptations, weaknesses, or distractions. Even good things can become
distractions if they keep us from God. Is there a sin or temptation that is keeping
you from growing in your faith? Is there a distraction that is keeping you from
growing closer to God or sharing His love with others? Ask God to reveal the
weeds to you and help you grow stronger in Him.

Growth Challenge
Ask a neighbor or your church if you can pull weeds from their yard. As you do,
pray and ask God to reveal to you the areas in your life which are keeping you
from growing in your faith, and ask Him to strengthen you.

Grow with God
Devotional #7

this Summer

Plants Can Produce Fruit
Read from the Bible

Galatians 5:22-23
Matthew 12:33

Questions for Discussion
How does God produce fruit in our lives?
Which of the fruit of the Spirit is the biggest struggle in your life? Why do
you think it is a struggle?
How does the fruit of the Spirit show us what God is like?

Devotional
What is your favorite fruit? Do you know how that fruit grows? Does it grow on a
bush or a tree or a vine? Have you ever picked fruit from a plant? You wouldn't
see a lemon growing on a grapevine or a watermelon growing on an apple tree.
The fruit on the tree tells us what kind of tree it is.
In the same way, we can bear the fruit of the Spirit in our lives and the fruit of
our lives show others what God is like. People will be able to see God through
our words and actions, through our patience and love, and through the way we
treat others.
So how do we get all of that fruit in our lives? We don't! God does it in us! We
only need to trust Him and spend time with Him, and He will produce fruit in our
lives. The Bible says that's how people will know we are His followers - by the
fruit of our lives.

Growth Challenge
If you can find a garden or patch with fruit to pick, pick your own fruit from
a plant. As you do, pray and ask God to develop the fruit of the Spirit in
your life.

