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WELCOME

Our Mission is ONE REAL PASSION
1. Each ONE Matters
2. Be REAL
3. Follow the PASSION of Jesus

Our Goal is to
e Connect you to Jesus
e Connect you to His community for discipleship
e Connect you to your mission and purpose in life

New to Foothills? Our mission as a church is to do everything we can to help you grow your faith. If you would like
to get to know us a little better or begin or continue your journey of faith, speak to an elder or staff member or
contact Foothills at 208-853-0011, or for more information, stop by the Connection booth in the Atrium.

PRAYER REQUESTS: Fill out a Connect card using the QR code on the screen or the actual card on the seat
back in front of you. Place your prayer request in the ORANGE offering box in the back of the Sanctuary. You can
also send a prayer request using this form: Prayer Request - Foothills Church. The staff and volunteers pray over
these weekly.

Baptism - One important step in your faith journey is baptism. To learn more about baptism, speak to an elder or
staff member or contact Foothills at 208-853-0011 and we will send you the teaching on Believers' Baptism.

ONGOING/UPCOMING

e MomcCo - Foothills Moms Community- MomCo - Foothills Church
e Small Groups - Foothills Church (churchcenter.com)
e MOMENTUM: Find out more here Momentum | Foothills Christian Church
e NEW! CHURCH CENTER App — Watch sermons live, follow along with the message and take notes, join a
group, register for upcoming events, chat with your small group. The app is available in the App Store or
Google Play -- search for Foothills Christian Church
o Host the Adsit Famly — Adsit Home Stays - Foothills Church
o Rooted Experience - Foothills Church — Launches Monday, January 18, 6-8:00pm (10-week commitment).
$25 covers cost of the book. If you're ready to grow deeper in your faith, build meaningful relationships, and
discover your purpose in God’s story, Rooted is for you. Childcare provided.
e Serving Opportunities: Fill out a CONNECT card or visit the CONNECTION BOOTH in the Atrium
o FH Kids — Love kids? Prefer not to teach? Perfect. We have super easy, low-prep roles like Crew
Guides and helpers that make a huge difference.
o Production — If you can push a button, we can teach you the rest! Whether you are tech-savvy or
brand new, this behind-the-scenes team has a spot for you.
o Worship — If you sing or play, come audition! Our leaders will coach, support, and help you grow.
o Sunday Breakfast Team - Love to cook? We are looking for someone to provide breakfast once a
month for the Sunday Morning volunteers -- a fun and creative way to serve your church community.
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https://foothills.churchcenter.com/people/forms/69796
https://foothills.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3078484
https://foothills.churchcenter.com/groups
https://www.foothills.org/momentum/
https://foothills.churchcenter.com/people/forms/1072410
https://foothills.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/3256361
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The Message: It’s Just A Book . .. Unless It’s Not

Pastor Joshua Adsit

It’'s Just A Book #2 | Abstract and Group Discussion Guide
BIG IDEA | Begin again.
KEY SCRIPTURES (NIV)
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground.”

27So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.

28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.”

Genesis 3:8-13

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God
called to the man, “Where are you?”

10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid.”

11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that |
commanded you not to eat from?”

12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and |
ate it.”

13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”
Genesis 3:22

And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
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Psalm 1:1-3

Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take
or sit in the company of mockers, 2but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates
on his law day and night. 3That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its
fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.

Psalm 34:8

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.
Psalm 103:8

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with
God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

ICE BREAKERS

1. How did you get your very first Bible? (60 seconds a person)

What'’s your first memory of the Bible coming alive for you?

3. What'’s your daily rhythms of reading and listening to Scripture currently? How would you like to
grow?

N

Start Here | On Christmas eve, 1964 as Apollo 8 became the first crew to orbit the earth, over 1 billion
people all over the earth tuned in. During their 9th orbit of the earth, astronauts Jim Lovell, Bill Anders
and Frank Borman all took turns reading Genesis 1:1-10. The decision on what to say or read began with
internal conflicts as America was waging war in Vietham and the astronauts wanted to send a meaningful
message of hope. They were in conflict and brought in a consultant whose wife actually recommended
reading Moses’ creation account. The Scriptures were printed on fire proof paper and were included in
the flight plan that can now be seen on display in the Adler Planetarium in Chicagoland. While facing
lawsuits for violation of 1st amendment rights from the American Atheists that were ultimately dismissed,
the United States Postal Service printed a special stamp forever commemorating this moment with
imagery from the shuttle with the words, “In the beginning God. . .”

STORIES | ‘L’ and his journey towards Jesus, not knowing that God is big enough to handle our
questions, doubts and skepticism.
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STORYTELLING | 2 Minute timer per person

Tell about a time where you struggled, doubted or questioned the creation account as told by Moses or a
friend/family member/co-worker/or neighbor who seems to be hung up on the ‘how’ it all happened.

GROUP GOOGL'’ING ACTIVITY

Everyone pull out your phones if they aren’t already out. Google ‘top creation accounts/myths/origin
stories.’” Pick a couple you aren’t familiar with to read first, then read Genesis 1:1-31 and compare and
contrast accounts.

DISCUSS: What are some obvious similarities between accounts?
DISCUSS: What are glaring differences?

DISCUSS: How is the account of Moses most unique from the others?

Meta-narrative story arcs in Scripture: Relationship, Rebellion and Redemption

Genesis 1 and John’s Biography of Jesus chapter 1:1-5 (above)

Take a minute to have one person read the Genesis account and one person read John’s account. Why
do you think John began his biography of Jesus this way? What do you think it meant to the original
audience? What does it mean to us, here now?

3 of life’s most important questions that shape our worldviews

1. Whoam I?
2. Where did | come from?
3. Why am | here?

How do you answer these questions? Take time going one by one.
Who am I?
You are a child of God.
How did we get here?
You were made in God’s image.
Why are we here?

To love Him and love others like He’s loved us.
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PATHWAYS TO LIVING IT OUT

Principle of Hermeneutics
Ask: Is this God’s design or man’s distortion?

DISCUSS: How can asking this question help you properly interpret Scripture and apply it to your
life?

Principle of Hermeneutics
Exegesis vs. Eisegesis

DISCUSS: Why is it imperative that we exegete and avoid eisegeting?

Principle of Hermeneutics
Author’s Intended Meaning = AIM of Scripture

DISCUSS: How can understanding the author’s intended meaning along with cultural and
historical context empower us to learn and live His Word?

BEGIN and BREAK and END IN HIS WORD

DISCUSS: Read Psalm 1:1-3 (above) again and work together on making plans to start and stick
with Scripture throughout your day.

Find the Father in one another (Imago Dei = Image of God)

DISCUSS: How can seeing the Father in one another help us better love one another the way He
loves us?

PRAYER | Father, we thank you for your compassion and grace and slowness of anger and
abundance of love. Help us to begin and break and stay and end our days delighting in and
meditating on your Word so that we can love you and love one another the way you have first
loved us.
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